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Swedish Church Records
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By Elisabeth Thorsell
Professional genealogist, lecturer and writcr

Sweden, a country in northern Europe, has not had any civil
registration of Vital Statistics until 1991. Why? Did Swedes
and Finns (until 1809) not have to register Births, Marriages
and Deaths?

Indeed, they certainly had to, and omission to do so was punished
by law. But it was not the local civilian government agencies that
kept track of the important happenings in the lives of the Swedes.

It was the church. In 1527 Sweden became a Lutheran country, and
the church became a State church. The king (or queen) was and is
the head of the church, and all clergymen were also state officials,
and still are. The State church excluded all other denominations
until 1858, and everybody had to accept to be registered by the
State church, even if you were Moslem, up to 1991, when the local
tax authorities took over this job.

The clergy had to keep track of the christenings, marriages and
burials, to make sure the people of their parish paid the required
fees for the clerical services, and also the tithes, as they had to. 5o
accounts (kyrkordkenskaper) are the oldest church records still
existing, even some from catholic days in the 1400s.

During the early 1600s many Swedes studied at the German
universities and brought home ideas on many things, which were
then used in their parishes. Among those ideas was the keeping of
Christening, Marriage and Burial records in a special book. This
was ordered by at least two early bishops, Johannes Rudbeckius of
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Visterds and Johannes Botvidi of Linképing, that it should be done
in their dioceses. So several parishes in those dioceses have
continous Church records from about 1630 to 1991. As a general

rule, however, most Church records start in the 1680s, as a result of

the Church Law of 1686.

But the keeping of Christening, Marriage and Burial records is

nothing unique for Sweden and Finland, but we do have something
unique in our records: The Husférhorslingderna, or translated into
English Household Examination Rolls or shorter: Clerical surveys,

Everybody over the age of 15 (about) had to go to a meeting once a

year, when they were examined in the knowledge of their religion.

Everybody should be able to read the Cathechism, so most Swedes,

even the women, could read in the early 1700s, and some could
even write. You had to pass the examination, or else you were not
allowed to take part of the Holy Communion, and that made you a
social outcast, and you were not allowed to marry, for instance.

To keep track of the parishioners' knowledge of religion, the pansh
priest made lists of all persons in the parish, household by
household, with spaces for entering age, place of birth, moves,
inoculations, knowledge of different parts of the cathechism and
many other facts of life. These records were kept continously, in
big books, every volume covering mostly a period of five to ten
years. The year they start are very varying in different parts of the
country, as the various dioceses had varying regulations about
keeping this kind of record. In Visteras diocese there are many cl.
surveys from the 1600s, in Linképing diocese they generally start
around 1792 and in Lund diocese in the 1810s. The completeness
of these records varies a lot, according to the interest of the
clergyman to keep records, some were interested, others were not,

From the previous text it may be clear that the basic unit of
Swedish and Finnish genealogical research is the parish (socken,
forsamling). But what is a parish? A parish is a geographical area,
the smallest administrative unit in Sweden. All people in the same
parish went to the same church, were registered in the same books,
and were buried in the same churchyard.

There are also bigger units, a number of neighboring panishes

formed a rural deanery (prosten), and a number of those formed a

diocese (stift), of which there are now 13 in Sweden, but generally
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the starting genealogist does not have to look for the records of
those units,

==

Vill du lira dig mer om sliktforskning? Klicka pa dnskat
imne:

To learn more about genealogical research, try these links:

B & i candifs Archivis Literniure Al wiie
The Federntion Lot Limks
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