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940-243-5449
DOWNTOWN LOCATION •2317 N. Locust St. • Denton

BUY HERE, PAY HERE!

www.buyherepayheretexas.com

With currently over 4000 Buy Here, Pay Here Customers and

millions to loan …Give us a chance to give YOU a chance!

All Applications Accepted!

COUPON

Offer valid only at James Wood Neighorhood Autos in
downtown Denton. Coupon not valid with any other offer.

towards the purchase

of your next vehicle

DOLLARS OFF

If you are

looking for a

car, truck, or

SUV, and a

FREE warranty,

I can help!

~ Ken Smith

Have an opinion! Tell it to the editor.

See letter policy on the bottom of page 2:

LETTERS
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ANIMAL THOUGHTS...

Earlier this week Repre-
sentative John Boehner, the
leader of the House Republi-
cans, made big waves when he
said we should raise the retire-
ment age to 70 in order to fi-
nance the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

Representative, Rep. Bur-
gess does not respond to my
emails.  Is he thinking the same
thing???  What do the people of
Sanger think about this?  The
Editor of the Sanger Courier?

We need our representa-
tives in Congress to be up front
with the American people. So-
cial Security belongs to the
American people who pay for it
every day of their lives. Today,
over 50 Million Americans--in-
cluding over 9 million disabled
Americans under 65 and 36 mil-
lion retired workers--already
count on benefits to make ends
meet. If our representative

Uncle Mor t, who com-
pleted 98 years on earth within
hours of this writing, faced a fist-
ful of unexpected pre-birthday
decisions. Usually, his impale-
ment is no more serious than
the “horns of a dilemma.” This
time, it was more nearly a rack
of antlers, like the points on a
full-grown East Texas buck.

Learning that Sarah Palin
had scheduled a stop in East
Texas, Mort fretted that plans
for his big birthday party would
go awry.

His angst rubbed off on
Aunt Maude, who made it clear
from the “git-go” that she would
like to go to the Palin rally at
Tyler’s Oil Palace.….

The thicket was abuzz with
the news that the political fig-
ure would include a Texas stop,
sandwiched between appear-
ances in California and Virginia
in a span of 48 hours. Aunt
Maude was caught up in the ex-
citement, forgetting momen-
tarily about a plethora of priori-
ties for party preparation.

Sakes alive, there was so
much to do before Mort blew
out the candles on his July 4
birthday cake.

Then she thought about lo-
gistics. Her “druthers” changed
when she thought of “riding
shotgun” on Mort’s golf cart.
She envisioned the sun beating

new tires on his golf cart.
Knowing financial argu-

ments wouldn’t sway Maude,
he chose another tack, citing
bad tires and the danger of
driving late at night--particu-
larly at “his age.” Then he
mumbled about the difficulty
of bouncing out of bed for
church the next day….

Once in the “promise
mode,” he vowed to make a
nice sign for the Palin speech.
Maude liked the wording: “I
Can See November From My
House,” realizing that the claim
was a stretch. Sometimes they
can’t see as far as the end of
the current month.

He humored Maude with
an iron-clad assurance that
he’d mow the yard--front and
back--and “make good” on a
six-month-old promise to take
down the sagging outdoor
Christmas lights. The offer to
buy Maude enough denim for
a new skirt sealed the deal.

Truth to tell, Mort doesn’t
care much for crowds, particu-
larly when they have large
numbers of lawyers. “Most of
‘em are politicians in the larval
stage,” he claims….

That night, Mort went to
bed, his Big Chief tablet in
hand. He fell asleep in minutes,
tossing aside wadded up
sheets of paper. Before “beddy-
bye,” Maude rounded up the
trashed notes.

She knew immediately
that Mort had been winnowing
thoughts for his “impromptu”
response at the upcoming
party. (His “throw-away lines”
included: “standing straight at

98,” “still taking nourishment,”
“in good shape for the shape I’m
in,” and finally, “over, and over,
and over the hill.”)

Suddenly, he sat up in bed,
saying he’d thought of a great
line: “I’m still vertical and venti-
lating!”…

Maude gave him a peck on
the cheek and then shared a se-
cret: that he’d have an unprec-
edented quadruple-chocolate
birthday cake. Then, Mort saun-
tered out to the front porch, tak-
ing in a full measure of the fresh
night air. He heard thicket
sounds that poked holes in the
darkness. On his knees by the
rocking chair, he of fered a
prayer of thanksgiving and a plea
for rain to cool the parched land.

“I always ask God not to
bother with rain on both the ‘just’
and the ‘unjust’,” Uncle Mort
opined. “If He favors the ‘unjust’
with a gullywasher, I’ll make
sure the ‘just’ get their share
from Maude’s teakettle.” He
howled with laughter at a story
he’d told a thousand times.
Never mind that his “audience”
included only critters of the
thicket. They paid him no mind,
long considering him to be one
of their own.

In those wee hours, a jet
plane with Sarah Palin on board
streaked across the black velvet
sky. Upon landing, she’d hurry
to her next engagement, and
Mort would be sleeping in….

Dr. Newbury is a speaker in
the Metroplex. Send inquiries/
comments to:
newbur y@speakerdoc.com.
Phone: 817-447-3872. Website:
www.speakerdoc.com.
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All summer clearance additionally reduced.

$2.00 tanks
$4.00 tee's & short sleeves

$6.00 denim (excludes designer denim, 50%off)
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We should not raise the

retirement age to 70
plans to cut it, voters need to
know.
     Benefit cuts need to be off
the table completely. Raising the
retirement age to 70 is the same
thing as a 19% benefit cut. Social
Security benefits pay, on aver-
age, a modest $13,000 per year.
Cuts would push more people
into poverty.
     There is no Social Security
crisis. Social Security will have
a $4.3 trillion surplus by 2025.
Social Security cannot--by law--
contribute one penny to the defi-
cit. Finally, the baby boom re-
tirement isn't a surprise--it's why
the Social Security Trust fund
was created. We can strengthen
Social Security simply by mak-
ing sure everyone pays Social
Security taxes at the same rate.

Marcia Miner - Sanger
940.458.7322

down from a July sky on the 90-
mile ride to Tyler; her make-up
was bound to be a mess long
before arrival. And almost
surely there’d be embarrass-
ment for the wind’s re-arrange-
ment of posies on her big straw
hat…..

At the same time, Mort
had a smothering spell.

He learned that admission
was $35 a head; parking would
set him back another $8. He was
miffed at the prospect of buy-
ing a couple of corn dogs, since
the tab included no food. His
eyes crossed when he calcu-
lated gasoline cost of some $15,
not to mention a critical need for

Open The Mail
Do you live in an area that

has a homeowner’s association
(HOA)?  If you don’t you might
not know what it is.  A HOA is
an organization created by a
real estate developer for the
purpose of controlling the ap-
pearance, and managing any
common area in the housing
area during the building, man-
aging, and selling of the homes
in that residential area.

Sounds great doesn’t it.
However, if you live in an area
with an HOA, you must join, you
can’t opt out.  You also must
abide by their rules even
though in most cases you have
no input into creating, chang-
ing, or managing the rules.  The
HOA can dictate the color of
your house, the style of your
house, what can be planted in
your yard, and all other aspects
on the outside of your home.
In Texas, they can also take
your house and sell it if you do
not pay your annual dues or fail
to follow the rules of the HOA.

If you fail to follow the
rules or pay your dues, the

HOA doesn’t have to call you, or
talk to you at all.  All they are
required to do is send a certi-
fied letter.  If you don’t get it, you
can still lose your home.

That happened recently in
Frisco, Texas.  A family had paid
$315 thousand to buy their
house outright.  The HOA sent
cer tified letters to the
homeowners, but the
homeowners still neglected to
pay their dues and late fees.
They owed the HOA a total of
$977.55.  The problem was the
owner was deployed to Iraq and
his wife let the mail pile up and
didn’t open any of the letters.
She was depressed due to her
husband’s deployment.

After the HOA didn’t get
any response on the bill that was
due they foreclosed on the
house and sold it for $3,201.  It
was then sold again by that
buyer for $135 thousand.  The
family didn’t know their house
was sold, and was no longer
theirs, until the new owner came
by to find out if they were rent-
ing the house.  By this time the
late dues had been paid, but
again the HOA failed to mention
to the homeowners that the
house had been sold.

Members of the military
are protected by foreclosure
actions by the Service Members
Civil Relief Act, but again com-
munication broke down when
the military incorrectly stated
that the individual was not in the

military.  The case is in the
courts but this is just one of
many.  In the first six months
of this year, HOA’s in four coun-
ties in north Texas have posted
1,625 properties for foreclo-
sure.

A simple phone call from
the HOA could have prevented
all of the problems at least this
family is facing.  But, the HOAs
don’t care.  They aren’t account-
able to the homeowners and
have enough clout to ensure
the laws are in their favor.  They
can do anything they want with-
out any regard for common
decency or common sense.

In case you don’t know,
there is no other organization
in Texas, including the mort-
gage lender, who has the legal
right to seize your home with-
out due process of the law.  In
other words, that means with-
out taking you to court.  The
HOAs have convinced the law-
makers to put them above the
law.

The HOA behind the latest
boondoggle is the Heritage
Lakes Homeowners Associa-
tion of Frisco, which is man-
aged by Select Management.
They, like the other HOA’s, are
out of control.  They should be
required to work with
homeowners, not operate like
greedy entities who steal
homes to sell to companies so
they and the buying companies
can make big money on the
deal.  It’s a shame the organi-
zations that’s there to ensure
the upkeep and protect the
value of the neighborhood,
sees people living there as a
money making opportunity.


